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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Kalinsky (Reg. No. 50,471) on 11/5/2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

40. (Currently Amended) A method in a computing system for modifying a user interface 
displayed on a display device, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication from the computing device to modify the user interface of 
a first currently running application; 

in response to receiving the indication, activating a second application, separate 
from the first currently running application, wherein the second application modifies the 
user interface of the first currently running application by: 

displaying an identification block identifying the first currently running 

application; 
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displaying a record toolbar; 
displaying a notepad; and 

displaying a note tab, wherein the record toolbar, the notepad, and the 
note tab are all displayed within the user interface of the first currently running 
application. 

42. (Original) A method according to claim 40, wherein the step of displaying a record 
toolbar includes displaying a record button, a stop button, a play button, a fast forward 
button, and a rewind button. 

43. (Original) A method according to claim 42, wherein the step of displaying a record 
toolbar further includes displaying a status bar indicating a relative length of a recording. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 40, wherein the step of displaying 
[[a lithe note pad includes displaying both text data and an icon referring to an 
embedded voice note. 

45. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 40, wherein the step of displaying 
a note tab includes displaying [[a l ithe note tab to provide an indication to a user that the 
user is in a record portion of [[a l ithe first currently running application. 
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46. (Currently Amended) A display device having rendered thereon a user interface for 
displaying an embedded voice note, compris i ng wherein the user interface comprises : 

a user interface displayed by a first currently running application, wherein the 
user interface is modified via a second application that is separate from the first 
currently running application, to display: 

an identification block; 

a record tool bar; 

a note pad defining an area in which both text data and an icon are 
positioned, wherein the icon refers to an embedded voice note, and wherein the 
voice note is playable by selecting the icon; and 

a note tab. 

47. (Currently Amended) A display device according to claim 46, wherein the 
identification block includes information regarding [[a li the first currently running 
application. 

48. (Currently Amended) A display device according to claim 46, wherein the record tool 
bar includes a record button, a stop button, a play button, a fast forward button, and a 
rewind button. 

49. (Original) A display device according to claim 48, wherein the record toolbar further 
includes a status bar indicating a relative length of a recording. 
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51. (Currently Amended) A display device according to claim 46, wherein the note tab 
includes an indication to a user that the user is in a record portion of [[a l ithe first 
currently running application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. . Claims 40, 42-49, and 51 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
incorporation of the limitation of "a user interface displayed by a first currently running 
application, wherein the user interface is modified, via a second application that is 
separate from the first currently running application" into independent claims 40 and 46 
renders moot the anticipation rejections of Snell (US 5,749,908). Upon consideration of 
the anticipation rejections in view of Snell, as applied to the presently amended claims, 
Snell fails to teach, disclose or suggest that the application which is to be used to 
modify a currently running application, is a separate application to that of the currently 
running application. None of the prior art of record, in particular Snell, teach, disclose, 
or suggest that the application being used to create and embed a voice annotation to a 
currently running application, is an independent application, operating alongside of the 
application that a voice annotation is to be added to. Accordingly, the present claims, 
and all dependents thereof, are found to be allowable. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

-Covington et al. (US 5,524,193), interactive multimedia annotation method and 
apparatus. 

-Doll, Jr. et al. (US 5,351 ,276), digital/audio interactive communication network. 
-Hou et al. (US 5,838,313), multimedia-based reporting system with recording 
and playback of dynamic annotations. 

-Wilcox et al. (US 5,970,455), system for capturing and retrieving audio data 
corresponding hand-written notes. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory A. DiStefano whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1644. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm Mon.- 
Thurs. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on (571)272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



GAD 

11/7/2007 




DOUG HUTTON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



